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National Youth Orchestra: Strings visit the National Arts Festival for the first time

GRAHAMSTOWN: Nearly half a century of commitment to young musicians has made the South African National Youth Orchestra Foundation the leader of the youth orchestral movement in the country, inspiring musicians with a commitment to pursue the highest standards of musical performance. 2010 boasts a series of courses in addition to the annual Sasol National Youth Orchestra Course. 

The National Youth Orchestra: Strings ensemble is selected from the créme de la créme of South Africa's young string players between the ages of 18 and 25. The young musicians have travelled across the country to the National Arts Festival in Grahamstown where they’ve formed an all-new and exciting group. They rehearse and learn in a jam-packed session of string playing for the week and then give three performances to show off what they have achieved. The Foundation would like to thank the National Arts Festival for making this possible and giving our young talent the opportunity to learn from the very best and experience what it is like to perform in a professional environment.

We are proud to announce our Nordic partnership for 2010. We have support from the Nordic Cultural Initiative (embassies of Finland and Sweden) and Nordic companies represented in South Africa. Another exciting aspect of the Nordic partnership is that musicians have been supporting our young musicians as the top Nordic orchestras have supported their best players to come all the way to Grahamstown.

This partnership has enabled the Foundation to import some of the very best teachers to tutor at the course. Cellist Ilkka Uurtimo (Lahti Symphony Orchestra, Finland) and double bassist Marja-Helena Ojanperä (Sibelius Academy,Finland), Ian van Rensburg, a National Youth Orchestra alumnus and now concert master of the Åarhus Symphony Orchestra in Denmark and our conductor, Fredrik Burstedt (Helsingborg Symphony Orchestra, Sweden). Emile de Roubaix (viola) also joins the faculty and is a proud National Youth Orchestra alumnus.

The National Youth Orchestra: Strings will be conducted by young Swedish conductor and violinist Fredrik Burstedt, who is the concert master of the Helsingborg Symphony Orchestra. He works regularly with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, and as concert master and principal player he has worked closely with renowned conductors such as Claudio Abbado, Gustavo Dudamel and Daniel Harding. 

The baroque programme will be lead from the harpsichord by renowned early music specialist and pedagogue from the University of the Free State, John Coulter.

Look forward to a varied programme of the best string orchestra music through the ages, including the passionate Tchaikovsky String Serenade, Britten’s not-so-simple Simple Symphony, Grieg’s exquisite Two Elegiac Melodies and baroque works by Handel and Corelli. For some local flavour, look forward to traditional songs like Pata Pata, arranged by Standard Bank Artist for 2010, violinist Samson Diamond.

CONCERTS IN GRAHAMSTOWN AT THE NATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL

29 June at 12:00 at the Commemoration Church

30 June at 16:30 at the Fountain Foyer

1 July at 15:15 at the Cathedral

 All tickets can be booked through Computicket. For more information on the South African National Youth Orchestra Foundation please visit www.sanyo.org.za

 ENDS

Media enquiries: Sophia Welz, COO, South African National Youth Orchestra Foundation 082 878 4978

Print-ready photographs of the orchestra are available for the press.

